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11_1 . (SBU)  The  national  labor  strike  continues  June  21  and  it 
appears  Nigeria  is  headed  for  a third  day  of  striking.  The 
meeting  between  labor  leaders  and  the  GON  which  was  scheduled 
for  10  AM  June  21  did  not/not  take  place.  According  to  NLC 
Deputy  General  Secretary  Olaitan  Oyerinde,  it  was  clear 
following  the  informal  NLC/GON  meeting  on  the  evening  of  June 
20  that  neither  side  was  willing  to  budge  from  their  declared 
position.  The  strike  held  in  general,  though  the  labor 
leaders  were  unable  to  shut  down  oil  production  and  exports 
as  they  had  hoped  and  airports  were  open  for  international 
and  some  domestic  flights.  Some  businesses  around  Abuja 
reopened  by  mid-day  on  June  21.  The  strike  continued  to  be 
peaceful  and  NLC  reports  only  one  arrest. 

11.2.  (SBU)  Despite  labor  leaders'  desire  to  shut  down  oil 
production  and  exports  in  an  attempt  to  force  the  GON  to  the 
negotiating  table,  it  appears  they  were  unsuccessful.  Shell 
reports  that  office  workers  have  heeded  the  strike,  but  that 
essential  personnel  remain  in  place  and  both  field  and 
offshore  operations  continue  as  normal.  Agip  reports  "no 
problems"  as  employees  in  essential  positions  have  not  heeded 
the  call  to  strike.  Chevron  reports  that  essential  personnel 
have  complied  with  the  strike,  though  it  has  not  indicated  to 
what  extent  operations  have  been  affected. 

11_3 . (SBU)  No  further  meetings  are  scheduled  at  this  time 
between  the  GON  and  labor.  Poloff  learned  that  TUC  President 
Peter  Esele  returned  to  Lagos  on  June  21.  According  to  NLC ' s 
Oyerinde,  the  strike  will  continue  indefinitely  until  labor's 
demands  are  met.  Oyerinde  told  Poloff  the  strike  had  to  be 


held  to  send  a message  to  the  new  administration.  He  said 
labor  he  believes  labor  would  accept  a compromise  gas  price 
of  67.5  Naira  per  liter.  (NOTE:  He  did  not/not  mention  the 
pricing  board  approval  as  a necessary  part  of  the  compromise.) 
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